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This script discusses several practical steps that farmers can take to reduce the incidence of disease in their crops. Simply by choosing a variety of good farming practices such as crop rotation, diversification and proper soil management, farmers can reduce the possibility of diseases infecting their crops.tc "This script discusses several practical steps that farmers can take to reduce the incidence of disease in their crops. Simply by choosing a variety of good farming practices such as crop rotation, diversification and proper soil management, farmers can reduce the possibility of diseases infecting their crops."
Host:
Have you noticed that the leaves on your crops are curling up or falling off? Or wondered why the grain isn’t forming properly on your maize or millet? It could be that some of your crops are infected with a disease.


Even if you don’t know the name of the disease that is damaging your plants, there are things you can do to stop it from getting worse. And, there are ways to stop your plants from getting diseases in the first place. These are the things that we’re going to talk about today.

MUSIC.

Host:
Here are a few facts about plant diseases. 


Plant diseases are usually carried from one plant to another by insects or by the wind. 


There are four major types of plant diseases. They are: fungi, bacteria, viruses, and nematodes.


All four types need several things in order to grow. They need food, a warm temperature, and moisture.

MUSIC.

Host:
Many diseases are most active when their surroundings are warm and damp. Knowing this, there are a few things you can do to prevent diseases from thriving on your crops.


For example, it’s important that plant leaves are able to dry out after a rain. This means that you shouldn’t plant crops too close together. It’s true that cereals such as millet or maize are usually planted closer together, but still, they shouldn’t be overcrowded. If your plants are crowded together and can’t dry out, diseases will spread more easily.

Host (cont): And, take care not to walk in your fields when the leaves are wet. When you walk among wet leaves, you can easily transfer disease from one plant to the next just by brushing against the leaves with your body.

MUSIC.

Host:
If you choose the best farm management practices possible, you protect your plants from disease. Certainly I think we can all agree that intercropping and crop rotation are two excellent farm practices. And they help with crop protection. If you have a variety of crops in your field, you’ll probably notice that you have fewer disease problems. Another thing to remember is that traditional crop varieties are often more tolerant than newly introduced varieties. So keep this in mind when deciding what to plant. 

MUSIC.

Host:
Another good way to prevent a disease from infecting your crops is to wash your tools before you move from one crop to another. If you keep your tools clean, you will be less likely to carry the disease from plant to plant, or from field to field. 

MUSIC.

Host:
If you see that your plants have a disease, take action to stop it from getting worse. Pick off the diseased parts of the plant. If the plant is really badly diseased, remove the whole thing, roots and all, from your field. Burn it, or bury it deeply in the soil.

MUSIC.

Host:
People need food to grow strong. So do plants. If your plants have enough nutrients from the soil, and enough water, they will grow strong. If they are strong they can avoid getting sick in the first place. What I’m saying is that even though there may be disease in the fields, or in the soil, your plants will have a better chance of staying healthy.

MUSIC.

Host:
As you can see, simple practices can help to prevent disease in your crops. And these are only a few examples. I’m sure many of you have other solutions. Once again, observation and experimentation — and time and patience — will give your plants a better chance to stay healthy and free of diseases.

- END -
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