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Mummy Cheetah and her babies: A story to help orphaned children talk 

Notes to broadcaster  

This story is intended to help children affected by HIV/AIDS talk about the changes happening in their lives, particularly those children whose parents die from HIV/AIDS. Although this is an animal story, the situation will be familiar to an HIV/AIDS-affected child: a parent who becomes sick and dies, feelings of grief and displacement, and the ways in which the child tries to cope. In its different sub-stories it also addresses: separation of siblings after the death of parents, orphans dropping out of school because of increased work at home, lack of resources in the new home, stigmatization of AIDS orphans and community visitors supporting orphans in their homes. You can use one or several narrators. The story is divided into parts to give different perspectives on the problems troubling orphans. You can expand the story and develop more parts to start a serial drama using these or other characters. Follow the program by discussing these issues with children in recorded or on-air discussions.

Other program ideas to help HIV/AIDS affected children:

· Interview children affected by HIV/AIDS about their individual experiences.

· Invite a health worker, family counselor, or volunteer from an AIDS organization to speak about the children’s programs operating in your community.

· Use children’s own experiences to develop more stories with animal characters. Have the children themselves perform a play on the air.  

Narrator: Mummy Cheetah and her four babies lived on the plain. Mummy Cheetah hunted for food for her babies and sang to them to keep them safe at night. In her song she sang to each one of her children: Miko, Mimi, Coco and Charlie. One day Mummy Cheetah became sick. She was sad and worried about who would look after her babies if she did not get better. The baby cheetahs played with their friends in the sun, but sometimes they worried about their mummy, and whispered about their fears to each other.

Mummy Cheetah became so sick she could not sing anymore.  Mimi Cheetah sometimes stayed home from school to take care of her mummy. After a time, Mummy Cheetah died. Grandmother Cheetah took two of the babies to live with her and Auntie took the other two babies to live with her. 

PLAY  MUSIC (APPROPRIATE FOR CHILDREN)

Narrator: Stay tuned for the next part of our story when Miko and Mimi go to live with Auntie at her house.

FADE OUT MUSIC

Narrator: Miko and Mimi Cheetah went to live with Auntie. Auntie had three of her own children and did not have much money, so there was not always enough food for everyone. Sometimes Miko Cheetah’s tummy ached with hunger. 

All the children played together and had fun, but sometimes Mimi Cheetah missed her brother and sister who were living with Grandmother Cheetah. And sometimes she felt sad.

When Mimi Cheetah felt sad, she found a quiet place, sang the song her mummy used to sing and she felt comforted. 

All the children had chores to do before and after school. Some days, Mimi and Miko were very tired. Auntie saw that they were tired and decided to ask her friend Lulu for help. Lulu came with a blanket for Miko and she offered to help with the chores. With Lulu’s help, Auntie, Mimi, Miko and their cousins had a better life.

PLAY MUSIC

Narrator: In a moment, you are going to hear what life is like for Coco and Charlie at Grandmother’s house. 

FADE OUT MUSIC 

The other two baby cheetahs, Coco and Charlie went to live with Grandmother after their mother died. Grandmother Cheetah was old and knew many things, but she could not care for the babies the way their mother had. Grandmother needed help gathering nuts and fruit, so Coco Cheetah stayed home from school to help her. Coco missed her friends at school, and she did not like working all day.

One day, Charlie Cheetah came home from school crying. He hid behind a bush until grandmother coaxed him out. “What is wrong Charlie?” she asked.

Charlie said that the other children teased and hit him and made him feel different. Charlie did not want to go back to school. Grandmother said she would talk to Charlie’s teacher. Coco hugged Charlie. Grandmother fed Coco and Charlie a nice meal. They went to sleep with full tummies and dreams of tomorrow.

MUSIC (LULLABY)

- END -
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